October 2021

Thank you all for your support this term. Covid cases are low in school but, as we are still getting positive cases, we need to continue to be careful. Please keep your child at home if they have a new and persistent cough, a high temperature or they generally unwell with cold or flu symptoms. Arranging a test seems to be easier now and results are coming back within a day or so, so a negative result means we can get your child back quickly. Please send the email results to susan.lishman@stjohns.newcastle.sch.uk or text results to the school mobile on 07815968699
IMPORTANT! Keeping in touch
We have cut back on the number of letters we send home and are communicating on Classdojo and Seesaw Family instead. If you haven’t already downloaded these two apps (plus Tapestry if your child is in nursery) then please do it today. The apps are free and can be viewed on a phone, tablet or laptop. Once you have downloaded the app, your child’s teacher will give you a code to connect with the class. IMPORTANT: please make sure your notifications are turned ON otherwise you won’t receive the messages sent. All important information is sent to parents electronically now and we need you to see messages straight away. You can use the apps to message the school office, your child’s teacher or me for free. Forms for booking clubs, enrichment places and the caravan are all sent out electronically on Classdojo too, so please don’t miss out!
Class work is uploaded onto Seesaw and staff give feedback on the work and how the children can improve. As a parent, you are able to see your child’s work across all subjects and hear the feedback they have been given. This is a great opportunity for parents and carers to support at home by giving praise and encouragement and helping the child to practise the tricky bits. You can leave comments for your child too. 

All homework is also set online on Seesaw (Tapestry in nursery) so it is vital that you let us know if your child is struggling to access work. With Christmas around the corner for some of us, a tablet device could be a great thing to add to Santa’s list! If you would prefer to borrow a tablet or laptop, we still have some available in school.
Assertive Mentoring meetings
You will be invited to meet with your child’s class teacher on a Teams call after half term. Details and appointments will follow soon. 
Parking and Drop-offs/Pick-ups
You may have read the awful news story a couple of weeks ago where a Newcastle school pupil was knocked over outside of school and sustained ‘life changing injuries.’ The area directly outside of our school MUST be kept clear so that children can safely cross to enter through the pedestrian gate. There must be NO PARKING (or waiting) at all on the zig zag lines or pavements around school and the school carpark is for staff use only. Also, please DO NOT walk through the carpark on your way to Early Years. Cars and lorries might not see your small child and would not expect them to be there!
We are trying to keep your children safe, not to deliberately inconvenience you! Please work with us and either walk your child to school or park safely in one of the three carparks on Teindland Close/Keith Close. 
Attendance and punctuality
The gates into school are locked promptly at 9am. After this time, children must be brought to the office where their time of arrival and reason for being late is recorded. Repeated late arrival to school may trigger the involvement of the school’s attendance officer, Mr Foster. 

A number of children are regularly collected late at the end of the school day or after clubs. This is recorded and will be followed up, if necessary, by Mr Foster/Mrs Lishman or Mrs Caffrey.

A polite reminder that the school week is five days long! Attendance on Fridays is often much lower and is a concern. Patterns of absence are monitored and may result in a request for a meeting with Mr Foster/Mrs Lishman and a possible escalation to formal monitoring by the Local Authority. 

Holidays

As tempting as it is to book a holiday now that restrictions have been lifted, we ask that you stick to the school holidays (see below or the school website for dates.) Holidays taken during term time will not be authorised and may result in a fixed penalty notice (fine) being issued from the Local Authority. 
On a more positive note, around 30 families have enjoyed a holiday in the school caravan so far! Dates for this year are fully booked, but 2022 dates are available to book via the link sent on Classdojo. More information can be found on the school website.
A couple of reminders…
Remember, for safety reasons, hooped earrings are not allowed in school AT ALL and we will ask children to remove them if they are worn. False nails are not appropriate for children (for safety reasons) and we will ask that they are removed. 
Packed lunches should contain no more than two snacks and water only to drink. Snacks include crisps, biscuits, yoghurts or a pastry. Chocolate bars or sweets are not allowed. Any extra snacks or juice will be sent home with children. 
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Autumn Term                                Monday 6th September – Friday 17th December


Half term holiday – break up Friday 22nd Oct, return Monday 1st Nov


Christmas holiday – break up Friday 17th Dec return Wednesday 5th Jan


Training day Tues 4th Jan





Spring Term			Wednesday 5th January – Tuesday 12th April 2022


Half term holiday – break up Friday 18th Feb, return Monday 28th Feb


Easter holiday – break up Tues 12th April, return Monday 25th April


Training day Weds 13th April





Summer Term			Monday 25th April – Friday 22nd July 2020


Bank holiday Monday 2nd May


Half term holiday – break up Friday 27th May, return Monday 13th June


Training day Fri 10th June











