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June 2016
Important changes to term time and holidays
Thank you to all of the parents that responded to the consultation about changes to next year’s term dates. 82% of you told us that you would like us to make changes to the holidays and that if we did, you would support school by taking family holidays in this time, rather than in term time. Our term dates for 2016-17 are as follows:

Autumn Term

Monday 5th September – Friday 23rd December

Half term holiday – break up Friday 21st Oct, return Monday 31st Oct
Training day Friday 25th Nov (no children in school)
Christmas holiday – break up Friday 23rd Dec, return Monday 9th Jan
Spring Term

Monday 9th January – Thursday 13th April

Half term holiday – break up Friday 17th Feb, return Monday 27th Feb
Easter holiday – break up Wednesday 12th April (13th is a training day), return Monday 24th April
Summer Term

Monday 24th April – Friday 21st July

Bank holiday Monday 1st May
Half term holiday – break up Friday 26th May, return Monday 12th June
Training day Friday 9th June

PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THESE DATES AND BOOK YOUR HOLIDAYS DURING THE 68 DAYS AVAILABLE OUTSIDE OF TERM TIME and support us to reach our target of above 96% attendance next year!

Class Assemblies
Come along and join us for assembly on Thursday afternoons at 3pm. Each class will take a turn to showcase the work they’ve been doing in class and we’d love to see as many parents there as possible.
Term 3b
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Year 1
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We have added lots more useful information to our school website. We now have a section called ‘Video guides for parents’ where you will find short videos about how to help your child to learn to read and videos to show how we teach different concepts in maths. We also try to keep the school calendar as up to date as possible, so you can see what is going on in school and when children are out on visits or have visitors in school. Dates for training courses can also be found in the calendar. While you are on the website, make sure you check out the ‘News’ section and ‘Class Blogs’ to see what exciting things your children have been learning! Take a look at www.stjohns.newcastle.sch.uk
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After a delayed start, we are excited that the new school meals provider, Orion, will begin service from Monday 4th July. You should have received a letter explaining how you can access the menus, choose your child’s meals and pay for lunches online. Any questions, please speak to Miss Bartley at the school office. 
Parents’ Group

Parents’ group meet with Mrs Lishman in the bungalow every Monday from 2 – 3.30pm. Everyone is welcome to drop in for a coffee and a chat about ways to raise funds for school, and pre-school children can go along too!!
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Mrs Lishman has orgainised the annual Adult Learning Celebration Event for Friday 8th July. If you have taken part in any of our courses, training or parents groups, please come along. 

We will also be holding an information session to help answer some of the questions you might have about Universal Credits and changes to benefits. The session will be held in school on Tuesday 5th July at 1pm and is open to everyone.
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Summer Fair

Don’t forget to come along to our Summer Fair this Saturday (2nd July) from 12-2pm - check out the posters around school for more information and keep your fingers crossed for sunshine! 

Eid Celebration

To celebrate the end of Ramadan, we will be holding an Eid party in school on Wednesday 6th July. All children in school are welcome to come in non-uniform and will enjoy a day of fun and games. Please help to support our drive to improve attendance by holding your family celebrations in the afternoon and not collecting children until after 1.30pm. 

Sports Day
Weather permitting, sports day this year will take place on Wednesday 13th July. Join us up at the Turf from 1.30pm.


Holiday fun @ The Turf!

If you are looking for ways to keep the kids entertained this summer, we will soon be sharing our timetable for The Turf @ St John’s. We have sports and activity camps booked throughout the six weeks holidays: Newcastle United Foundation will be running a soccer camp, Hat-Trick are delivering a multi-sports programme and Mr Breheny has fun and games planned to keep all ages busy!
Reports
We have made big changes to your child’s end of year report this year. The children and teachers have written the reports together and they focus on what the children have enjoyed learning and challenges they have set themselves for next year. Your child will bring the report home during the last week of term.
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