March 2022
Welcome back after the half term break. I hope everyone had a lovely week and is looking ahead now to lighter nights and some sunny spring days. Can you believe we are more than half way through the school year already?
Safeguarding

Please DO NOT allow your children to walk through the school carpark. Make sure you keep to footpaths and do not cut through the main carpark gate. A reminder also that children are not supervised in the yard before 8.50am. The doors for breakfast club close at 8.30am and children arriving after this time must be supervised by a parent until collected from the yard by their class teacher. We’re more than happy for children to use the new play equipment in the main yard, but can not supervise them doing so – parents please keep an eye on your own children.

The parking control van will regularly patrol the area before and after school, so please remember to park safely and respectfully when you drop off and pick up your children. There are several carparks within a one minute walk of school - please use them to keep the children safe (and avoid a hefty fine!)
Contact numbers

If you change your mobile number, PLEASE let the office know straight away. It is really important that we always have a couple of numbers so we can contact you quickly in case of emergency. If you’re not sure if we have your most recent number, please contact Mrs Marshall so she can check.

Lunch payments

All lunches should be paid for IN ADVANCE please. Payments can be made with a debit card via the Lunchshop website or in cash at the office.
Assertive Mentoring meetings
You will be invited to meet with your child’s class teacher on a Teams call after half term. Details and appointments will follow soon. 

Attendance and punctuality
The gates into school are locked promptly at 9am. After this time, children must be brought to the office where their time of arrival and reason for being late is recorded. Repeated late arrival to school may trigger the involvement of the school’s attendance officer, Mr Foster. 

A number of children are regularly collected late at the end of the school day or after clubs. This is recorded and will be followed up, if necessary, by Mr Foster/Mrs Lishman or Mrs Caffrey.

It is very confusing (and difficult to keep track of) but until 1st April, Covid-19 isolation rules have not changed; only the legal requirement to do so has been removed. If your child is unwell and showing symptoms of covid, they should go for a PCR test and only return to school if the test is negative and they are well enough to do so. We’re hopeful that falling cases and a return to fine weather will mean that we get back to pre-covid levels of attendance very soon!

Uniform

Our uniform policy can be found on the website http://www.stjohns.newcastle.sch.uk/website/school_uniform/92756 Children should be wearing black or grey trousers or a skirt, NOT jeans or non-uniform dresses. Please let us know if you need support with uniform because we can often help. 

Remember, for safety reasons, hooped earrings are not allowed in school AT ALL and we will ask children to remove them if they are worn. False nails are not appropriate for children (for safety reasons) and we will ask that they are removed. 

Packed lunches

Packed lunches should contain no more than two snacks and water only to drink. Snacks include crisps, biscuits, yoghurts or a pastry. Chocolate bars or sweets are not allowed. Any extra snacks or juice will be sent home with children. A balanced lunch might include: a sandwich or wrap, vegetable sticks, yoghurt, piece of fruit and a chocolate biscuit.
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Spring Term			Wednesday 5th January – Tuesday 12th April 2022


Easter holiday – break up Tues 12th April, return Monday 25th April


Training day Weds 13th April





Summer Term		Monday 25th April – Friday 22nd July 2020


Bank holiday Monday 2nd May


Half term holiday – break up Friday 27th May, return Monday 13th June


Training day Fri 10th June





Remember, all term and holiday dates for 2021-22 and 2022-23 are on the school website. Please do not book holidays outside of the scheduled holiday dates.











