September 2023
Welcome back to a new school year! A very special welcome to all of our new families – we look forward to getting to know you over the years ahead.
IMPORTANT! Keeping in touch
Class Dojo and Seesaw are the two main ways that we send out messages to parents. We very rarely send paper letters home anymore, so without the apps, you are likely to miss a lot of important information. The apps are free and can be viewed on a phone, tablet or laptop. Once you have downloaded the app, your child’s teacher will give you a code to connect with the class. IMPORTANT: please make sure your notifications are turned ON otherwise you won’t be aware messages have been sent. All important information is sent to parents electronically now and we need you to see messages straight away. You can use the apps to message the school office, your child’s teacher or me for free. This is a quick and easy way to ask us a question and we’re usually pretty fast in replying. Forms for booking clubs, enrichment places and the caravan are all sent out electronically on Classdojo too, so please don’t miss out!
Assertive Mentoring meetings

You will be invited to meet with your child’s class teacher in the next few weeks. Please do make an appointment because it is very important that you understand how well your child is doing in school and get to know their teacher. Teachers will do their very best to find a time that suits you. 
Parking and Drop-offs/Pick-ups

The area directly outside of our school MUST be kept clear so that children can safely cross to enter through the pedestrian gate. There must be NO PARKING (or waiting) at all on the zigzag lines or pavements around school and the school carpark is for staff use only. The police have informed us that they will be making regular spot checks before and after school and have the power to issue fines to anyone illegally parked. Also, please DO NOT walk through the carpark on your way to Early Years. Cars and lorries might not see your small child and would not expect them to be there!
We are trying to keep your children safe, not to deliberately inconvenience you! Please work with us and either walk your child to school or park safely in one of the three carparks on Teindland Close/Keith Close. 
Attendance and punctuality

The gates into school are locked promptly at 9am. After this time, children must be brought to the office where their time of arrival and reason for being late is recorded. Repeated late arrival to school may trigger the involvement of the school’s attendance officer, Mrs Harrison. 

A number of children are regularly collected late at the end of the school day or after clubs. This is recorded and will be followed up, if necessary, by Mrs Harrison/Mrs Lishman or Mrs Caffrey.

A polite reminder that the school week is five days long! Patterns of absence are monitored and may result in a request for a meeting with Mrs Harrison/Mrs Lishman and a possible escalation to formal monitoring by the Local Authority. 
If your child is ill and absent from school, you must report their absence by ringing the school office and choosing option 1, or ring/message the school mobile on 07815968699. If we have no reason for absence, or if the child has been ill for a few days, Mrs Harrison/Mrs Lishman will carry out a home visit and medical evidence could be requested. 
Holidays

As tempting as it is to book a holiday in term time, when prices are lower, we ask that you stick to the school holidays (see below or the school website for dates.) Holidays taken during term time will not be authorised and may result in a fixed penalty notice (fine) issued from the Local Authority. The fine is £60 per parent, per child and rises to £120 per parent, per child if not paid within 21 days. 
On a more positive note, our school caravan has been well used and enjoyed again this summer! Dates for this year are almost fully booked, but 2024 dates will be available to book in the next couple of weeks (via the link sent on Classdojo.) More information can be found on the school website.

Support with the cost of living 

Rising energy costs and inflation pushing up prices in the shops means many families are finding it difficult to cope and this looks set to get worse as we move into winter. If you are struggling to make ends meet, please don’t suffer in silence. 
A couple of reminders…
Remember, for safety reasons, hooped earrings are not allowed in school AT ALL and we will ask children to remove them if they are worn. The only jewellery allowed are stud earrings and watches (not smart watches. )False nails are not appropriate for children (for safety reasons) and we will ask that they are removed. 

Packed lunches should contain no more than two snacks and water only to drink. Snacks include crisps, biscuits, yoghurts or a pastry. Chocolate bars or sweets are not allowed. Any extra snacks or juice will be sent home with children. 
As always, if you ever want to speak to me about any issue, I’m on the yard most mornings, or make an appointment to see me if you want a confidential chat.
Mrs Caffrey
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Autumn Term                                Monday 4th September – Friday 22nd December 2023


Half term holiday – break up Friday 27th Oct, return Tuesday 7th Nov (training day Mon 6th Nov)


Christmas holiday – break up Friday 22nd Dec return Monday 8th Jan


Training days Mon 6th Nov, Mon 27th Nov





Spring Term			Monday 8th January – Thursday 28th March 2024


Half term holiday (1 week)– break up Friday 16th Feb, return Monday 26th Feb


Easter holiday – break up Thursday 28th March, return Tuesday 9th April


Training day Mon 8th April





Summer Term			Tuesday 8th April – Friday 19th July 2024


Bank holiday Monday 6th May


Half term holiday (2 weeks) – break up Friday 24th May, return Monday 10th June











