St John's Primary - Grammar Medium-Term Plan (EEG-mapped)
Grammar Medium-Term Plan
Year 1-6 | Trigger-based, not lesson-counted - grammar introduced when the writing needs it | Re-aligned to the Whole-School Humanities Overview (24 Sept 2026), November 2026
How This Works
This plan deliberately doesn't prescribe a number of lessons per objective, because that isn't how children actually take grammar on board - some classes need one short input and a lot of independent reuse, others need several goes. Instead, each objective is tied to the point in a writing unit where it's genuinely needed, with a suggested trigger for when to introduce it.
Writing Unit (the need): the narrative/non-fiction unit from the Long Term Plan that creates a real reason to use this grammar. The humanities unit it draws on is shown in brackets, following the Whole-School Humanities Overview (the master for unit order).
Trigger Point: when to introduce it - usually just before children need it for drafting, not as a stand-alone Monday lesson disconnected from what they're writing. Examples marked 'e.g.' are suggestions; swap them for whatever your mantle uses.
EEG Resource: left blank for staff to fill in with the specific Easy Education Grammar unit they used, since the platform isn't visible to this plan.
Revisit Pool (bottom of each year): not scheduled - a standing list of objectives staff should dip back into if books or quick checks show they haven't stuck, including content from the previous year group where regression is common.
Expectation for staff: once introduced, an objective should appear as something children are expected to reach for independently in subsequent writing - not re-taught from scratch every time it's relevant. If it isn't showing up unprompted by the next unit, that's the signal to use the Revisit Pool rather than wait for next year's slot.


Year 1
	Half Term
	Writing Unit (the need)
	Grammar Objective
	Trigger Point - introduce when...
	EEG Resource (staff to confirm)

	Aut1 (7w3d)
	Narrative: stories with predictable phrasing | Labels, lists and captions | Recount (Message in a Bottle)
	Leaving spaces between words; full stops and capital letters to start a sentence.
	Before children write their first independent sentence - in the patterned-language narrative or the first message for the bottle.
	

	Aut2 (7w1d)
	Recount | Labels and captions (My School in Nine Photographs)
	Capital letters for names of people, places and days of the week.
	When captioning the nine school photographs (Mrs Ali, St John's, Benwell) and recounting a day in school (On Monday...).
	

	Spr1 (5w3d)
	Narrative: contemporary fiction | Report
	Exclamation marks.
	When retelling events in the contemporary-fiction unit calls for surprise or excitement (e.g. 'Oh no!' shouted Sam).
	

	Spr2 (4w4d)
	Instructions (What's it like to live in Shanghai? - Our Place & Another Place)
	Joining words using conjunctions (and).
	When sequencing steps in instruction-writing - e.g. a recipe for dumplings linked to the Shanghai unit (Mix the flour and water).
	

	Sum1 (6w4d)
	Explanations (What is the weather like in the UK?)
	Question marks; singular and plural.
	When posing a question within a weather explanation (Why does it rain?) and describing one item vs several (one cloud / lots of clouds).
	

	Sum2 (6w)
	Poetry; Take One Book consolidation (Bessie Coleman)
	Prefixes and suffixes; sequencing sentences.
	When sequencing the events of Bessie Coleman's life, and through poetry vocabulary work and final consolidation writing.
	



	Revisit Pool (dip in responsively, based on what books show - not a fixed slot)
	Letter formation and basic sentence demarcation (spaces, full stops) - the most common Y1 gap to dip back into all year, not just in Aut1.




Year 2
	Half Term
	Writing Unit (the need)
	Grammar Objective
	Trigger Point - introduce when...
	EEG Resource (staff to confirm)

	Aut1 (7w3d)
	Recount (Pepys-style diary) | Explanation - why the fire spread (Great Fire of London & Gateshead)
	Capital letter for 'I', proper nouns; full stops, question marks, exclamation marks.
	When writing the witness diary in role: 'I' and proper nouns (Pudding Lane, Samuel Pepys, Sunday), exclamations for drama. Check Y1 punctuation in books in week 1.
	

	Aut2 (7w1d)
	Narrative: fairy tales from around the world | List poems (Our Wonderful World)
	Joining clauses using 'and'; commas to separate items in a list.
	When 'Our Wonderful World' list poems and story settings on another continent need several items (lions, zebras and giraffes).
	

	Spr1 (5w3d)
	Stories with recurring literary language (Living by the coast)
	Expanded noun phrases; co-ordination (or/and/but); subordination (because/when/if/that).
	When describing characters/settings in the new-story-from-a-model unit - a coastal setting gives rich nouns to expand (the rough, grey sea).
	

	Spr2 (4w4d)
	Report - comparative (Schools in the past)
	Sentence types - questions and commands; suffix -ly to form adverbs.
	When the schools-then-and-now report asks questions (What were schools like long ago?) and records old school rules as commands (Sit quietly!).
	

	Sum1 (6w4d)
	Instructions | Explanations (Hot or cold country?)
	Apostrophes for contraction and singular possession (e.g. the girl's name).
	When fiction-based instructions or explanations need to show ownership (the explorer's map, the polar bear's fur) or contractions (don't, it's).
	

	Sum2 (6w)
	Myths (creation stories) | Take One Book (What is a monarch? / local hero)
	Past/present tense consistency; noun suffixes -ness/-er; adjective suffixes -less/-ful; -er/-est comparatives.
	When drafting and then editing the creation myth for consistent tense and precise vocabulary.
	



	Revisit Pool (dip in responsively, based on what books show - not a fixed slot)
	Singular possessive apostrophes - now taught in Y2 rather than Y3; flag for staff moving up from last year's cohort who may not have had it.
Sentence demarcation (Y1 content) for any pupil still inconsistent.




Year 3
	Half Term
	Writing Unit (the need)
	Grammar Objective
	Trigger Point - introduce when...
	EEG Resource (staff to confirm)

	Aut1 (7w3d)
	Fables | Recount (Stone Age to Iron Age)
	Prefixes; use of a/an; possessive apostrophe with regular plural nouns (the wolves' den / the hunters' spears).
	When fable-writing or the Stone Age recount needs to show a group's shared belongings or home (the hunters' spears, the animals' cave).
	

	Aut2 (7w1d)
	Writing and performing a play | Instructions - giving directions | Report from research and note-taking (Frozen Frontier)
	Extend range of sentences with more than one clause (when, if, because, although).
	When script dialogue or direction-giving needs reasoning ('go left because...'), or when the Frozen Frontier report explains why ('Penguins huddle together because...').
	

	Spr1 (5w3d)
	Alternative fairy tales | Explanations (Modern Greece)
	Conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause.
	When sequencing cause-and-effect in a process explanation (e.g. how olives become olive oil: first... after... so...) or a retelling from a new perspective.
	

	Spr2 (4w4d)
	Alternative fairy tales | Explanations | Poetry - haiku, tanka, kennings (Ancient Greece)
	Begin to identify main and subordinate clauses; similes for effect.
	When an explanation links cause and effect within one sentence, and when the fairy tale or Ancient Greece kennings need a comparison (as strong as a hoplite's shield).
	

	Sum1 (6w4d)
	Adventure stories (Where does our food come from?)
	Inverted commas to punctuate direct speech.
	As soon as adventure-story dialogue is planned - teach just before first drafted speech, not after.
	

	Sum2 (6w)
	Persuasive letter writing (Tudor England)
	Perfect form of verbs in contrast to past tense; commas after fronted adverbials.
	When a persuasive letter in role (e.g. to Henry VIII) needs to distinguish 'has happened' from 'happened', and open varied sentences.
	



	Revisit Pool (dip in responsively, based on what books show - not a fixed slot)
	Apostrophes for singular possession (Y2 content) - check this has transferred before introducing plural possession.
Basic sentence punctuation for any pupil still inconsistent.




Year 4
	Half Term
	Writing Unit (the need)
	Grammar Objective
	Trigger Point - introduce when...
	EEG Resource (staff to confirm)

	Aut1 (7w3d)
	Myth: volcano origin myth | Report from several sources (Natural disasters - volcanoes)
	Commas to mark clauses; commas after fronted adverbials.
	When myth-writing opens sentences with adverbial phrases for pace ('Without warning, the mountain...').
	

	Aut2 (7w1d)
	Newspaper report with interview quotes (Why did the Romans invade? - Wall Walkers)
	Full punctuation for direct speech, including a new line per speaker.
	As in-role interview quotes are drafted (e.g. Boudica, a Roman legionary, a Celtic villager) - teach before the first attempt, not as a correction afterwards.
	

	Spr1 (5w3d)
	Writing and performing a play | Story settings (Our local area over time)
	Apostrophes to mark singular and plural possession (the girl's name / the boys' boots).
	When stage directions or a setting description of Benwell in the past need to show ownership by one or several people (the miner's lamp / the workers' cottages).
	

	Spr2 (4w4d)
	Discussion | Explanation (Powering Our Future - energy)
	Standard English for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms.
	When drafting the discussion letter on a local energy decision or explaining how a wind turbine works - explicitly contrast with spoken register (we were, not we was).
	

	Sum1 (6w4d)
	Persuasion (Rivers)
	Secure compound sentences (and/or/but/so/for/nor/yet); developing complex sentences with subordinating conjunctions.
	When building a persuasive argument (e.g. protecting the Tyne) that needs to link and weigh points.
	

	Sum2 (6w)
	A story with a theme (autobiographical account) | Persuasion | Take One Book (Ancient Egypt)
	Expanded -ing and -ed clauses as starters; sentence of three for action; repetition to persuade.
	When varying sentence openers for impact in the autobiographical account or the persuasive presentation.
	



	Revisit Pool (dip in responsively, based on what books show - not a fixed slot)
	Apostrophes for possession (Y2/Y3 content) - common point of regression once plural forms are introduced.
Inverted commas for direct speech (Y3) before adding the new-line-per-speaker rule.




Year 5
	Half Term
	Writing Unit (the need)
	Grammar Objective
	Trigger Point - introduce when...
	EEG Resource (staff to confirm)

	Aut1 (7w3d)
	Legends (Anglo-Saxons & Vikings)
	Relative clauses (who, which, where, when, whose, that, or omitted relative pronoun).
	When retelling an Anglo-Saxon or Viking legend (e.g. Beowulf) from multiple perspectives and needing to add detail without starting a new sentence.
	

	Aut2 (7w1d)
	Recount - biographical account | Report - comparative information leaflet (Belonging)
	Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph (then, after that, this, firstly); metaphor, personification, onomatopoeia.
	When drafting the biographical account or the Belonging comparative leaflet that needs to flow across sentences.
	

	Spr1 (5w3d)
	Suspense and mystery (Why are rainforests important?)
	Indicating degrees of possibility using adverbs (perhaps, surely) or modal verbs (might, should, will, must).
	When building tension and uncertainty in a suspense narrative - a rainforest setting works well if the class wants the link.
	

	Spr2 (4w4d)
	Persuasion | Explanation (rainforests / Living in the desert?)
	Developing complex sentences further.
	When persuasive writing for the rainforest audience (e.g. Land of Oak & Iron) or a desert explanation (how camels survive) needs to weigh and qualify points.
	

	Sum1 (6w4d)
	Fiction from our literary heritage (The Maya)
	Use of dashes; rhetorical questions.
	When writing in the style of the studied author - look for the author's own use of these devices first.
	

	Sum2 (6w)
	Instructions | Discussion (Victorians: children's lives)
	Hyphens to avoid ambiguity.
	When precision matters in instruction-writing or the balanced discussion after the Victorian child-labour debate (man eating shark vs man-eating shark; well-paid).
	



	Revisit Pool (dip in responsively, based on what books show - not a fixed slot)
	Fronted adverbials and clause-level commas (Y3/4 content) before layering relative clauses on top.
Apostrophes for possession - quick check, especially with irregular plurals.




Year 6
	Half Term
	Writing Unit (the need)
	Grammar Objective
	Trigger Point - introduce when...
	EEG Resource (staff to confirm)

	Aut1 (7w3d)
	Fiction genres | Explanation (WW2: Operation Home Front)
	Relative clauses; modal verbs and adverbs of possibility; expanded noun phrases (consolidation).
	When genre-swap story writing needs precise, varied noun phrases and qualified statements.
	

	Aut2 (7w1d)
	Recount in role from different perspectives (On the Move - migration)
	Brackets, dashes and commas for parenthesis; perfect form of verbs; synonyms and antonyms.
	When writing a first-hand account in role as someone on the move (e.g. arriving on the Windrush) and needing to add aside detail without breaking the voice.
	

	Spr1 (5w3d)
	Narrative workshop - extended narrative (What is life like in the Alps?)
	Colons to introduce a list and to mark boundaries; semi-colons in a list and to mark boundaries.
	When extended narrative description needs to list detail without overusing commas - an Alpine setting suits this if the class wants the link.
	

	Spr2 (4w4d)
	Report | Persuasion | Discussion (Why do oceans matter?)
	Dashes and hyphens to mark boundaries/avoid ambiguity; bullet points; active and passive voice; formal/informal register.
	When the oceans report needs an impersonal, formal register and clear structure (The seagrass is damaged by anchors; Coral is bleached by warming seas).
	

	Sum1 (6w4d)
	Take One Book / SATs study skills
	Subjunctive form; verb-subject-object agreement; consolidation of all KS2 grammar.
	Responsive only - address specific gaps shown in mixed-skill practice, not as new teaching.
	

	Sum2 (6w)
	Debating skills (Living memory: local history)
	Revision and consolidation ahead of transition.
	Applied live in debate preparation and delivery on a local-history motion - assess through speech, not just writing.
	



	Revisit Pool (dip in responsively, based on what books show - not a fixed slot)
	Whatever the Y6 GPS practice and writing moderation are showing as the weakest area for that specific cohort - this slot should be genuinely cohort-led, not pre-decided in September.




Change Log - November 2026 re-alignment
What changed against the previous version, and what still needs fixing elsewhere.
	Where
	Change

	Y1 Aut1
	Added the Message in a Bottle recount; it is the Aut1 unit, not Aut2.

	Y1 Aut2
	'Recount (Message in a Bottle)' replaced with My School in Nine Photographs captions/recount.

	Y1 Spr2-Sum2
	Shanghai, Weather in the UK and Bessie Coleman contexts added to triggers.

	Y2 Aut1/Aut2
	Writing units were swapped. Great Fire diary + explanation now Aut1; fairy tales from around the world + list poems now Aut2 (Our Wonderful World).

	Y2 Spr1/Spr2
	Living by the coast and Schools in the past contexts added.

	Y3 Aut1
	Example changed from 'the polar bears' den' (Arctic animal, and Antarctica is Aut2) to Stone Age examples.

	Y3 Spr-Sum
	Modern/Ancient Greece and Tudor contexts added.

	Y4 Aut2
	Volcano-myth dialogue replaced: speech punctuation now triggered by in-role interview quotes in a Wall Walkers (Romans) newspaper report.

	Y4 Spr1/Spr2
	Local area over time (setting) and Powering Our Future (discussion/explanation) contexts added.

	Y5
	Vikings legends, Belonging, rainforest/desert and Victorians contexts added.

	Y6 Aut2
	'A WW2 or migration account' changed to migration only (On the Move); WW2 is Aut1.

	Y6 Spr2
	Oceans report (passive voice, formal register) replaces generic report; Persuasion added to match the LTP.



Related documents and open items
English LTP and Humanities Overview updated to match this plan (Y1 spring/summer units, Y3 apostrophe example, Y4 Aut2 Romans newspaper report and hot-seating, Y4 Spr2 energy discussion; Whizzy Wheel confirmed; Shanghai = Our Place & Another Place).
Y6: a possible swap (Alps to Aut2, migration later in the year) is under discussion. The overview and LTP show migration in Aut2, so this MTP follows them. If the swap goes ahead, Y6 Aut2 and Spr1 triggers swap contexts.
Grammar objectives are unchanged in every row, so the LTP grammar row and the derived Grammar LTP stay in sync.
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